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‘The PREFACE, 








Ne Cannot doubt but this Weekly Paper will 
ee finda candid and cheerful acceptance a- 
~ mongit all Ingenious perfons; the defign of 
Ae it being to prefent them with a {hort view 

NY Bh of the worthy Labours daily fet forth 
Ae) the Learned. The bare Titles of Books 
early Printed in our Common Catalogues, 
are fomewhat dry things, fcarce able to raife in men that guft 
and appetite to Learning, which we may hope thefe brief Ac- 
counts will give them. I fhall not confine my felf in my Ux- 
dertaking onely to Authors of our own Nation , but fhall 
likewife give Accounts of moft Books traufmitted to us from 
all other parts; and fhall tranfcribe from the Paris Journal 
des Scavans all that I conceive will be lookt upon bere as moft 
valuable, as well in reference to Accounts of Books, as to other 
curious Novelties therein contained; and of thefeI muy in 
time 
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time communicate what I may receive from :elfewhere.- Mr.- 
Oldenburg in his Philofophical TranfaCtions, commonly.gave : 
us fomething from the French -Joutnals.. Mr.Hooke zn: the ° 
just ‘ his two Philofophical.Colleétions, .wzth which: he-has - 

een pleafed to oblige the world,’ having : done the like. 


fince 
But. in regard I find inthofe Yournals:many things which I con- 


ceive will be welcomly entertained by our Country-men,>more 


than what we may hope will come forth in thofe-Collectons, 
( in cafe they are monthly continued, though of late,» by reafon 
of Mr. Hook’s other confiderable employs, they have -been lon 
zntermitted :) it has-made me euter into thoughts of givingt 


Accounts from them. If theR. S. [hall think. my endeavours 


in this kind any way fubfervient to their. defighes, it may ani- 


mate my indultry to perform things in the beft manner I may, | 


none being more devotedly their, Servant:.than-my felf, 





Chriftiani Liberii Germani .BiPawginie, Sive de fcribendis, 
legendis © aftimandis libris-Exereitatio Paranetica, @c. 
Uitrajecti., In 12°. 1681. 


N this little Tract the Author undertaking to fet before 
us in fhort the true and moft profitable way of Reading 
and . Writing Books , firft tells.us. of many vaftly volumi- 
nous Writers; fome having writ 6, fome 70co Volumes: 
and of vaft Libraries, amongft. others, of that of Alexan- 
dria, founded by Prolomy King of Egypt, the year after the 
Creation of the World 3704. according to others, 3680. 
faid to. contain400090 ; or as others write, 700000 Vo- 
lumes’. And of that of Zheodofus Junior at Conftantinople, 
containing ten Myriads of Books. . “4 
Next, confidering that the number of Books is now grown 
almoft infinite, fince the inverition of Printing, (the Prefs 
being able to do off as much ina day, asa man.can‘ write in 
a year) he thinks their multiplicity and various ledure prove 


prejudicial to many Students , breeding rather a :contufion - 


and diftraction in their thoughts, than promoting any clear 
and -well-digefted knowledge: though upon the whole 


matter . 
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matter, he will not have this evil to proceed fo.much sfroni 


the multitude of Books, as from the ill ufe of them, ‘ 
He thinks the world cloy’d with many trivial and ufelefs 
Writers, but gives this as a rule: If men would take care 
that ill Books be not written , and that good Books be not 
ill written ; but that in their compofing a due regard be.al- 
ways had of Prudence, Solidity , Perfpicuity, and Brevity, 
there WOuld be no caufe left for us to complain of the too 
great number of Books. Mi 
Prudence chiefly confifts in this, that a man never apply 
himfelf too:rafhly or inconfiderately to write, Fut that be 
firft learn and well imbibe what he purpofes to teach othéts : 
thus the wifeft men have always took time to render their 
Works perfect. Z/ocrates fpent ten, or as fome will have it 
15 years in writing one Panegyrick. Virgil took feven years 
to perfect his Bucolicks, and eleven for his xeads, and jud- 
ged them unfit t6 be publifhedat laft. Facobus Sannazarius 
writ three Books de Partu Virgins, but was 20 years in 
publifhing them. St. Auffin’s Book De Civitate Dei took 
him up many years. And Diodorus Siculus was 30 years 
writing his H/i/fory. Hence he advifes Writers to confider 
the apt faying of Zewxis to Agatharchus, who was blown up 
with an opinion of a quick hand in Painting ; Déu pingo, quia 


. ¥ 


. @ternitati go. 


So he fays men fhould be no lefs ftudious of Solidity ; 
( he meansin Subjects that will bear it, not in things writ- 
ten, more for the diverfion of the Mind than for correétnefs) 
that is, men muft take care that what they write be not 
weak, frivolous, doubtful, carrying little fhews of truth ; 
but things that are true indeed, firm, and beyond all excep- 
tion ;:and fo fortified and confirmed with ftrefs of Argu- 
ments, that they manifeftly fhew labour, and readily force 
the aflent of Readers,. Not that this Solidity can be every- 
where-obferved alike, 1t being above the infirmity of man 
fo to do ; but men fhould be very wary not to flatter them- 
felves fo far,as to think that others are bound to believe their 
bare fay-fo’s. tog 

_ He sequires-alfo fuch Per/picaity, that, he would have ad 
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Book which is made publick to be the Looking-glaf of the 
Authors mind ; clearly prefenting the fence of what is writ- 
ten to the Reader. _ Asfor Authors who ufe an affeéted ob- 
feurity in their Writings, as though they defired not to be 
underftood, he thinks they might gratifie their own humour 
and the World much better by being filent. 

Laftly, he will not have a man fo far indulge Peg/picaity, 
as to neglecta due Brevity : For as Odfcurity makes a Book 
ufelefs, fo if drawn out in Length, it becomes tedious. It is 
certain, that it is not in the Bulk of the body, but in the 
zutention of the vertue of all things, that their perfection and 
laudable-being confifts. Now the way to obferve this Bre- 
; vity he fays is thus : | 
r 1. If Writers infift onthat chief Subject which they lave 

made choice of to treat on, rejecting all things that are not 
ad Rhombum ; and not do as fome, who drawing every thing. 
| from every thing, expatiate themfelves as much on I know 
= what orher matters, as onthe principal Argument it 
elf. 
; 2. If they undertake to treat of nothings ex profeffo, but 
| of which, pA at leaftwife as far as — Pe heat 
have writ either nothing or little , or at leaft not fo elegantly 
and profoundly asthey propofe todo. Here he reflects . 
/ verely on Plagiaries; and for a rule to good Writers, he 
3 advifes them to let alone, as much as may be, what is well 
| faid by our Predeceffors , and to apply themfelves rather to 
other things which haply are not fo well explicated. We 
know many things, but there are many more which we 
know not; inthe fearch and explanation of which,he thinks . 
moderate Wits may find employment enough. There are 
fome things that require a more inward unfolding and illu- 
ftration, fome a more folid proof, and anfwers toObje- . 
tions and Exceptions newly ftarted againft them, fome a 
} more fpiritual application to the practice of Piety: in the 
| fifting, clearing, teaching , and inculcating of thefe things, 
he wifhes a man chiefly to infift, who defires to profit the. 
publick. 


3. If men flick chiefly on the zhings to be treated - of, 
and 








ae didi, nes Rs 





























: a ee Ag BX 

and not fo much on profufe amplifications of Words; and 

‘he thinks this the onely thing which has deterr'd many inen » 
from perufing the great Volumes of tlie Fathers, that they 
naufeate men with their tediovs: AZegories; Topologies, and 
tirefome Amplifications, which they muft run through before 
they come toa miteofGold. © 

4. If when they’ are to contehd' with Adverfaries, they 
endeavour to fight them not fo much by the number, ss by 
the weight of their Arguments: this being ‘a common fault 
of many Scripture-Controvertifts, and which often makes 
their Volumes fwell beyond meafure, that oppofing their 
adverfary with numerous ratiocinations, they go about'ra- 
ther to overwhelm than convince him. pe 
Tothofe who read a multiplicity of Authors, he gives a 

caution againft a Studium vagum; advifing them, if they 
will have any thing ftick by them, to make choice of, and 
apply themfelves clofely to certain Authors,and to form their 
thoughts according to them. He gives other ufeful’ inftru- 
étions, which you may find ix the Trat it felf. : 








From the Journal des Scavans; fet forth Fuly 24. 1681. 


Les Voyages de Jean Struys en Mutcovie, Tartarie, Perfe, & 
pleufiers autres pats étrangers, avec des Remarques fur la 
gualité, la Religion, Gc. de tous ces pats, © la Relation: 
d'un Naufrage effroyable, par M.Glanius. In'4° & Am- 
fterdam. : : 


Ofcovy, Tartary,Perfia, the Indies, Madagafcar, and the 
iL other Countries which are {poke of in this work, are 
of fo vaft an extent, there are fo many ways'to go to them, 
and fo many: obfervations to be made in them, that we may. 
not wonder, how re foever the number of Relations be 
ee have of them , if we find fomething of fingular: 
in each. | 
Thusin the Memoires of Fobn Strays, which’ we owe to 
M. Glanius, inthe order we here find them, we learn, that 
mm: 
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ee in. none but 7; 
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in, whichis very thin.of Inhabitants , by-rea? 
ie a nh ae y ce little. Children 
tordeath ). the Seep. ae nbs foyr times a year: ‘That 
Larcapes fer ix Mont of the year. ‘That in the King- 
dom, of Seam the number of Deer is {0 prodigious, that 
there is ‘carried every year to Fapaz more. than -300000 i_ 
Skins,” That Gold is o-common, that the,.very:Bea/ts are A 

‘fon Hepes otis Meal: And that he King ' 
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this Kingdom ,’of whom.we know fo many other par- 


ticiilars, never, touches the Earth with his Feet, being al- F 
Ways canried,even: when he is to. move but two fteps;on the 

What the Author of: thele: Memoires averrs to have. feen 
with his own eyes in the and of, Formo/2, and which has 
been known hitherto but by -hearfay., is fomething of a 
more fingular nature, viz. That all the Inhabitants of the 
South part of this.I{land haye.behind them a, 7aif like that 
of a Cow.. . Pt ee * davorl 
The Blew Goosberries of Mufcovie: The Bel of Mofcow f 1 





; 


weighing 394000 pounds: Death caufed in this Country 


by the fole excefs of Cold ; and many other things of this 
nature, have nothing fo SurprZing: But the Agery Cucum- 
éer which grows: towards the Weftern part of Volga, and 1) @ 
eats all the. Fash that Brow round about its, Trunk; fur- bY 
paffés all that we know of Plants and Eruits, if call that is 
faid of it be true. This Author, who learat the deferipsion = io 
of it from people pf the Country wha knew. it. bes for- : 

gets itnot in this place. He fays that this furpriaing frit 

has the Figure of a Lamb, with the feet, head, and tail of 

this Animal diftinétly formed: whence. itis calla nth 
Language of the Country Boungrez, ox Boraner each -of 
which Mufcovite names fignifies datde Zambo nHis:Skin is 
covered with a down very,white, andias fintoas Silkk :oPhe 


Tartars and Mufcovites elteemis.very- much aad the greater 4 
part Keep it carefully in their Floufes, wheve thisuduthor has’ { 
feen many. It grows on a ftalk of about three foot2in: \ 


heighth ; the place by which ighale's.is. afast of3 Navel,ion 
which it turqs and bows it, {elf powelse tale iderbswwiltich. 


ferve 
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rvs_it. for. nourifhment ;-it.dying-away and- witheri 
; a as thefe Herbs fail,.bim.... Wolves love it, andi er 
_, fy devour it, becaufe of its refemblance toa Lamd. All 
» this Detription’.cotitains; dothing hitherto. incredible ; but 
what the Author addes, that this Plane’ has really’ Bones, 
Bloud, and Fle/b, whence it.is,called.in the: Country a Zoo- 
phyte, that is, ai Plant-Animal:; is not: foo credible , 10 rhior€- 


' sel A 


than ittany. other particifaritics thar ate Gid of it carrying. 
little likelihood. of tkuth,to thofe who have not feen it, and 
arénot apr to be'fed with litele rales. 

“nian may, with fefs- difficulty believe what he fays of 
the Mountain of! Arararh in“Perfia, and of the Forreft of 
- Friit-trées’ndt far. froin it... Irs a good pleafant cuftom of 
in the people:-inhabiting> that Country, that no perfon can 
a niarey TPO nsS planed sr leatt a hundred foot of ground 

with, ‘Drees; !whereby:the whole Country is filled with Cher- 

ry-tPees,. Pearryees:,” Applé-trees , Almond-trees, Fig-trees, 
Chelput-trees; Mulberry treess:&c. 

As:for te” Mountaili “2P%rarh, which is f{cituated be- 

twixt Dedia.aadArmema:sbeing a continuation of the 

: Mountains of ‘Daguefaw; mutch higher than Mount Zaurus 

"i and Caucafus; fome have;thought it inacceffible: Mean 
a while this-Author ‘has travel'd up it Seven days, going eve- 
ry day Five Leagues, ‘without. feeing either Tree ‘or an inch 
of. earth; and at:the-end*of that, he found himfelf very far 
fromthe top of the Mountdin. At the loweft part of it - 
Raifins grow to a perfeét maturity : A little higher it is fo 
a very cold, that the ce will beara manin three hours time. . 
i But after Seven daysafcent.our Traveller found himéelf in a 
Climate altogether temperate, and was not a little furpriz’d | 
to underftand from a good Hermite who had there his Hut 
or little Cell, ‘(for from five to five Leagues there are found 
but thefe forts of Lodges on the Mountain ) that fince 25 
years that he-was come from Rome,:he had not onely nei- 
if ther felt cold rior heat, but not fo muchas even a breath of 
Wind, nor feen a'dropof Rain fall ; and that the top of the » 
Mountain enjoyed even a greater tranquillity ; therc.never - 
hapning any change in the Air... 
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+.» Brom the Jourdal des Sravansfer forth the 3 of Feb: 168t. 


Axtw Hymropaeter to know the various Changes of the Air,from Dry to Moift, and 
from Moift to Diy, ms degrees of Drought and Moifture. . Bi the Sitar Gril- 
let Clock-maker at. Paris, seid og 3 las IC j 


His Inftruméne, which has already been prefented to Monjtigneur le Dauphin 

confifts of a Plank 8 Fookin length, jon in of bread nf in the taidff 
a Cleft or Cut of 18 inches long: Along this Cleft a little gilded Sun rifes and 
defcends, follewing the change that is made in the Air, from moift to dry, and 
So ec oe 

.. means of a Needle 
’ or moifture on two divifions that are on 
the right‘and left of the Cut. That of 





¥ 1 - - , 
Str “Sy: ‘thefe divifions which is appointed to 
aan { - + , amark the change from dry to moift, has 
.s + + its from above downwards, 
w ; 7 the other on the con from be- 


j contrary 
[in Sees Meena 

| | little Sun rees, has ¢ 
ix gy) culiar to éc,that upon the leaft ot 
~ | happens from dry to moift or lef dry, or 
{ |" from moift to dry or lef hpmid, it turns 
, ahalfturn, and carries the longeft of its 
; ; | ends on that divifion which goes from 
my. War below upwards, or that which goes from 
+, = Jy '* 44! above downwards, following the change 
Vite SSS /VD' ‘that is made from moift to dry, orfrem 
a AS __ dry to moift, whilft its other end marks 
oT “y | [X | the divifion _ 
} ;  Thefe two divifions contain 12 {paces 
| Or degrees ; and to mark more precifely 
XT | -even to the leaft change , there is under 
“NK | -the Cleft a great Circle markt on its bor- 
yi. | IP | der with two divifions of 60 parts each, 
ee, _| whereof the progteffions are oppofite 5 





Pp f+ Telltyy 8 and in the midft of this Circle there 

P haa Wg ae is another Needle which goes the 

of il a whole round whilft the little Sun _paf- 
Biv: “< \-\ fesone of the 12 divifions or degrees, 
Wks “2. \_. be it in rifing or falling , and fo fhews 


ti 7 © \\ 4° onthe border of its Circle the parts or 
fa} Baill ha'| <1’ minutes of each of thefe degrees. - 
rhi4 ~ "1 ‘The Origine of the Changes that are 


t\a C jf ] obferved in this Inftrument, is nothing 
os yj elfe but many little Cords artificially pla 
se y i “ye e Plank — ni 
‘oe oe ee ords lengthening or fhortning them-. 
<a oe felves, according as the Air becomes dry 
—, or moift , caufe the little Sun to rife or 

fall , and the Needle of the Circle to turn fometimes on the one fide, and fome- 


times on the other. 
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